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Abstract (Basic).: WO 200201795 A2 

NOVELTY - A local wireless communication interface, such as 
Bluetooth (18) , is integrated with each appliance for communicating 
with a local controller (14) and server (16) wirelessly with device 
such as mobile phone (22), PDA (28). The ACM is installed onto the 
local server and control of the appliance can then be performed by 
accessing the local server with the local controller, e.g. mobile 
phone . 

USE - Appliance such as room heating thermostat. 

ADVANTAGE - The ACM is device independent module e.g. Java Remote 
Method Invocation. Also as the remote appliance manufacturer server 
will recognize the type of operating system used by the local server, 
the ACM may be platform dependent binary code, hence compatibility is 
achieved. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure is a schematic illustration 
of an appliance control network 
Local server (16) 
Local controller (14) 
Wireless devices (22,28)) 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

Fulltext Word Count: 5006 
English Abstract 

The invention concerns a method for controlling devices in a home network 
by a control device through a home access server. The method comprises 
the steps of: providing, in the home access server, a plurality of 
generic user control protocol pages for each functional component type 
defined by the home network specification; discovering, by the home 
access server, of functional components modules in the home network; upon 
selection of a functional component module through the control device, 
instantiation of generic user control protocol pages corresponding to 
said selected functional component module as a function of parameters of 
said selected functional component module. The invention also concerns a 
home access server device. 
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ABSTRACT: New technology will be able to automate numerous functions for 
families in coming years. Networks will revolutionize households. Forecasts 
about the Internet, an IBM Home Director kit, thin television sets, Net 
television and other topics are discussed. 

(Note: This is an amalgam of articles. Only pertinent excerpt included.) 

TEXT: 

Imagine that your house knows you. Imagine it knows you like to listen 
to Bil- lie Holiday's "111 Wind" when it's raining outside and "Pump It Up" 
by Elvis Costello when you're on the StairMaster. Imagine it knows what you 
have in the fridge and what to order to prepare for Friday evening's formal 
dinner for four. Imagine it knows to light your path through its halls, 
interpret your E-mail, and display digital reproductions of Judy Chicago 
works on flat-panel monitors when your feminist grandmother visits, Hole 
posters when your multi- pierced niece arrives. 

This setup may sound at once cool, bizarre, and tacky — but, above all, 
out of the question for all but billionaires like Bill Gates. But computer 
networking could change that sooner than you might think. By the turn of 
the century, ground- and satellite-based networks linking computers to the 
Internet will be everywhere, radically transforming the way we conduct 
business. Networks may even extend to household appliances — perhaps even to 
clothes in the closet — recasting them as digital butlers that could serve 
middle-class homes the way they do' Gates's — only a lot more cheaply. 

Analysts of all ideologies claim the network revolution will 
profoundly change our culture. Some technology pundits like Esther Dyson 
and George Gilder imagine networked communications will have a 
democratizing effect on society and empower individuals. Others fear it may 
further divide social classes into technology haves and have nots. And 
there are those who predict it will hasten the end of personal privacy. 

All agree we will find out the extent of networking's reach in the 
next 10 years. It wasn't so long ago that when Sun Microsystems' CEO Scott 
McNealy preached, "the network is the computer," none but a knowing few 
understood what he meant. Now the usefulness of networking is plain, 
particularly in businesses. Although corporations have had computer 
networks of a sort for decades, Windows-based PCs are now challenged by 
Java-run NCs, inexpensive network computers that allow employees to grab 
the latest application from powerful servers as needed. Installing word 
processors, spreadsheets — even turning machines on and off--doesn't require 
a staff of technicians to fix machines one by one. A single person can do 
it from one computer. 

Such networking technology is already being used outside the office. 
Over the next several years, many hotels may equip guest rooms with NCs 
that let travelers get their E-mail and write reports by running personal 



"smart cards" — credit-card-size pieces of plastic embedded with micro- 
processors — through special readers. New wireless phones are not just for 
making calls; they're computers that can access the Internet, send and 
receive E-mails and faxes and get sports scores, stock quotes, news 
headlines, and airline schedules. Soon they may come equipped with 
smart-card readers, making it possible to download money from an Internet 
bank account right into the digital wallet.. 

Not Dick Tracy. It 1 s an axiom in the computer industry: Watch what 
happens in the office, wait about 10 years, and — voila! — you have a picture 
of what tech- nologies may look like at home. "Many people think of home 
networking as being as likely a phenomenon as Dick Tracy wristwatches, " 
says Emily Green, an analyst who tracks consumer technology at Forrester 
Research. "They think of it as fatuously futuristic, but I think it's 
inevitable. All kinds of indicators point to it." 

Indeed, computer and communications companies with stakes in business 
network- ing are all predicting that the general-purpose computers that now 
sit in dens will be servers in the closets of future homes, managing 
households' "smart appliances ." One example would be microchip-enabled 
refrigerators that can diagnose themselves by downloading fix -it 
software from their maker's Web sites . 

But when and how? The number of people who network their home 
computers today is almost negligible and certainly hard to track; only 
about 5,000 households in the United States have linked together two or 
more computers. Most of them, the best guesses proffer, are hobbyists, who 
might, for example, connect PCs to share a printer. Another elite group, 
which some analysts refer to as "guys with servers in their basements, " 
are computer or telecommunications execu- tives with the need, money, and 
technical know-how to wire their homes, install and use software designed 
to manage networks, and fix bugs when they pop up. In other words, not most 
of us. 
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